WILDLIFE from 37

Prepare for your out-
ing: Learn everything
you can about a wild-
life viewing site before
you visit, and check for
warnings about road
conditions and weather.
If it is a site you are hik-
ing into, make sure you
know where you are go-
ing and have water, prop-
er footgear and clothes.
During the spring and
the summer, expect in-
sects. Bring along repel-
lents and wear protective
clothing. A hat with a
brim and good sunglass-
€s can protect your eyes
from the sun while use of
a sun block will protect
your skin.

Viewing Ethics and
Responsibilities

Most people who spend
any time outdoors care
a great deal about wild-
life and wildlife habitat.
Unfortunately, even the
innocent act of observing
wildlife can have a great
impact on the animal if
it is not done properly.
Observing a few guide-
lines will help us put

the needs and safety of
wildlife first, to conserve
wildlife and habitats and
respect the rights of oth-
ers.

Enjoy wildlife from a
distance: The goal of suc-
cessful wildlife watching
is to see animals without
interrupting their nor-
mal behavior. Wildlife
send clear signals you
are too close when they
stop feeding and raise
their head sharply, move
away, change direction of
travel or appear nervous
or aggressive. These dis-
turbances may result in
an animal abandoning
its young, injuring it-
self as it tries to escape,
quit feeding at a time of
critical energy need or
displaying aggressive be-
havior toward you.

Don’t feed the animals.
While it may seem excit-
ing at the time to have
an animal eat out your
hand, there are poten-
tial serious consequenc-
es. Some animals that
become accustomed to
handouts may lose their
natural fear of humans.
This may cause them to
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become aggressive with
visitors who refuse to
feed them. This situa-
tion may lead to human
injury, which in turn
usually means the death
of the animal involved.
Human food does not
meet the living require-
ments for many animal
and may seriously harm
them. Animals who have
become accustomed to
handouts may be faced
with starvation once that
food source is no longer
available.

Never chase or harass
animals. In some cases,
valuable energy resourc-
es needed for survival
are used when animals
are chased. Your wild-
life viewing experience
will be more successful
if you leave your pets at
home.

Don’t pick up orphaned
or sick animals. Wild
animals rarely abandon
their young. In most cas-
es the adults are nearby,
wating for visitors to
leave before they return.
If an animal appears to
be sick or injured, be-
haves oddly or appears
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to be tame, leave it alone.
There are a number of
wildlife diseases including
rabies that can affect hu-
mans.

Honor the rights of pri-
vate landowners. Always
ask permission before en-
tering private property.
Leave no trace that you
have been there.

Respect the rights of oth-
er recreationists at a site.
Be considerate when ap-
proaching wildlife that is
already being viewed. A
loud noise or quick move-
ment may spoil the experi-
ence for everyone. Remem-
ber -- you share the woods
with many other recre-
ationists including hikers,
snowmobilers, mountain
bikers and hunters. Most
public lands are open to
hunting and fishing.

Photo Tips

*For general wildlife pho-
tography use medium-speed
films such as ASA (ISO)
100 (Fujichrome or Ek-
tachrome) or ASA (ISO) 64
Kodachrome. For print film,
use ASA (ISO) 100 or 200.

*Slower-speed film is bet-
ter for landscape/scenic

shots. Use films such
as Kodachrome 25,
Velvia Fujichrome ASA
(ISO)50, or Ektach-
rome SOHC. Kodak’s
Ektar ASA (ISO) 25
print film is great for
enlargements.

*Early morning and
late afternoon are the
best times to photo-
graph.

*A wide-angle lens
(20-28 mm) can cap-
ture your scenic shots.
Use the greatest depth
of field possible.

*A telephoto (200-
400 mm) lens is best
for close-ups of wild-
life. Make sure you
give enough space to
the animal you are
photographing so they
will be more natural.

*For sharp pictures,
use a tripod. Consider
using a tripod and
shutter cable release
for shooting in early
morning or late eve-
ning light.

*Do not leave your
film and camera in a
closed vehicle during
hot weather.
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